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This is a comprehensive reference featuring over 800 colour photographs - never before published

in a single volume - including a well-researched history of the Armoury, as well as each of the

shoulder weapons made there. Descriptions include conversion processes and the advent of new

technologies, along with each weapon's operating characteristics, specification, and marks. This is

the first book to comprehensively cover nearly two centuries of an American institution that saw the

nation through its most trying moments on the battlefield, beginning with the American revolution

and continuing through the Civil War, two World Wars, and conflict in Korea and Vietnam.
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The Springfield Armory produced arms for the soldiers and sailors for a century and a half,

progressing through flint lock to modern automatic rifles. Along the way it led in the development of

arms that became famous, while others faded into obscurity. Ball's book is a survey look at those

arms. None are covered in depth. Rather, it is a survey of all the guns made there. Don't look for a

Mississippi rifle in the contents ass they were not made at the armory. The book had great potential

that was spoiled for me by poor decisions and sloppy proofing. The entire book has a bright red

background behind the guns that bleeds over the entire piece. Were the stocks really red? I doubt it.

Additionally, far too many pictures are reversed. Locks were not on the left side of the stock. Nor

were the letters US reversed on the butt plate.These were unfortunate oversights for a book that

should have been better.



fantastic resource. it helped me identify many guns that were part of an estate/inheritance.lots of

great information in the book and a lot of very good and detailed photos of parts of the guns that

make them identifiable

Perfect

Excellent Book!

This is an excellent book for the time period and weapons. My only criticism is that some of the long

rifle pictures are too dark to make out details. I think that would be an excellent improvement on an

already great book for collectors and enthusiasts.Mark

This book is the most complete work on Springfield rifles that I have found. It is a great bargain for

the collector as well as the average "gun nut". The pictures are awesome.

This is a highly detailed, full-color illustrated history and description of the Springfield Armory's

output. For serious reference or just enjoyable reading, I recommend it highly. It's a bargain at the

price!
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